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On Jan. 9, John Christman, director of the Asesoria Economica Especializada consulting firm,
told reporters that maquiladora industry value added in 1991 totaled about US$4.1 billion, up
12.8% compared to 1990. Christman said the number of maquila plants declined by 2.4% last year,
although sectoral employment increased 5%. At present, 1,954 plants employ about 489,000 persons.
According to Christman, relative stagnation in the maquiladora sector in 1991 was the result of
economic recession in the US, uncertainty among investors regarding potential effects of the North
American Free Trade Agreement (NAFTA), strengthening of the peso in relation to the dollar,
and pressures exerted by the US regarding environmental safeguards and labor rights. One of the
sector's chronic problems is the low rate of Mexican industry participation in supplying inputs to
maquila plants. In 1975, Mexican-made inputs to maquilas represented 1.4% of the total, and in
1990, this figure had increased to only 1.8%. Christman said the low level of Mexican participation
is the outcome of "insufficient installed industrial infrastructure and problems related to efficiency,
price, product quality, and competitiveness." Despite these and other obstacles, Christman predicts
sectoral annual growth of between 14% and 16% for the next several years. By 1995, he said,
maquilas in Mexico will number 2,884, employing about 790,000 workers. Finally, Christman said
that it is increasingly difficult to speak of maquiladoras' "national origin," since "the headquarters of
a given plant might be in the US, but the headquarters of that office could be in England, Germany
or Japan." (Source: Agence France-Presse, 01/09/92)
-- End --
